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The University of Dayton 
UD RECEIVES $5 MILLION FOR NEW SCHOOL OF LAW 1 
LARGEST SINGLE GIFT EVER FROM AN ALUMNUS 
News Release 
Jan. 29, 1992 
Contact: Teri Rizvi 
DAYTON, Ohio -- The University of Dayton has received 
$5 million from an alumnus of the School of Law to help the 
University construct a $20 million high-tech complex that will 
"rival any law school in the nation," UD President Brother 
Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., announced today. 
The gift--a hand-written check from a donor who wishes to 
remain anonymous--is the largest from a graduate in UD's 142-year 
history. The University has designated the money as a challenge 
gift "to encourage all other alumni and friends of the School of 
Law to help the University meet the project's $10 million fund-
raising goal," according to Fitz. The School of Law's Board of 
Visitors, an advisory group of community leaders led by local 
attorney Roger Makley, will assist the University of Dayton in 
the fund-raising drive. Makley is an adjunct professor in the 
School •of Law and a partner in the law firm of Coolidge, Wall, 
Wamsley and Lombard Co. 
"What a wonderful spirit of generosity this gift 
represents," said Francis Conte, dean of the School of Law. 
"Since our establishment as a School of Law, it is the most 
significant occurrence in our history." 
The donor said his gift is motivated out of a desire "to 
give something back" to the University of Dayton. 
"God has blessed me with a good life and the opportunity to 
assist the University in carrying out its educational mission," 
he said. "I just want to make sure that future generations of 
students have the same opportunities that the University of 
Dayton provided me." 
-more-
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$5 Million Gift: Page 2 
Fitz called the opportunity to get to know the donor of the 
$5 million gift "one of the highlights of my tenure as president. 
To me, this person represents what we are striving to provide in 
a University of Dayton education. He's a person with a strong 
moral center to his life and has lived his life with a real sense 
of Christian conviction." 
This is the second major gift the University has received 
toward the proposed School of Law complex. In December, Mathias 
H. Heck, a 1930 graduate of the School of Law and former four-
term Montgomery County prosecutor, stepped forward with a gift 
that will grow in value to $1 million by the proposed 1995 
groundbreaking. 
The 114,000-square-foot School of Law complex is proposed to 
be located at the entrance of campus north of Roesch Library. 
Expected to be completed by the fall of 1997, the complex is not 
only designed to expand the school's position as a leader and 
innovator in legal education but also is essential to meet the 
school's critical need for an expanded law library. 
The largest single component of the complex will be the law 
library, covering more than 60,000 square feet. The library will 
blend traditional, printed resources with the most advanced 
inform~tion systems technology, including workstations for 
students to engage in computer-ass i sted legal research. 
The complex also will include the Mathias H. Heck Model 
Courtroom, a model law officejclinic and law-review suite. The 
Heck courtroom will feature computers, video displays and other 
technologies. It will also include a system that will simulate a 
docket control and document retrieval system to permit the 
introduction of electronic evidence, including facsimiles of 
documentary and photographic evidence and will provide for the 
transcription of testimony electronically. 
Classrooms also will be technologi cal ly advanced, with every 
seat in the building wired f or computer technology. 
- more-
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UD is seeking another $4 million in private gift support and 
plans to finance the remainder of the project through tax-exempt 
bonds and internal financing. The project is part of the 
University's ambitious "Campus 2000" plan, which details a dozen 
major building or remodeling projects in the 1990s, including 
groundbreaking this spring for the Jesse Philips Center for the 
Humanities and a major multi-million-dollar renovation of UD's 
science buildings tentatively slated for next spring. 
The School of Law is presently enjoying a surge of 
popularity. The school received a record 2,800 applications last 
year--16 applications for every seat in the first-year class of 
175. In total, the school received 600 more applications than 
any other law school in the state. The entering class had a 
median law school aptitude test score of 36, and their grade 
point average was 3.2, placing the class in the top 30 percent of 
law applicants nationwide last year. 
The pass rate among graduates of the School of Law taking 
the Ohio Bar Association is above the state median for the latest 
15-year period. 
Established ln 1922, the School of Law closed 13 years later 
during the Depression and re-opened its doors in 1974. Of the 
school's 1,900 alumni, 600--or nearly a third--practice law in 
the greater Dayton area. 
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For media interviews, contact Francis Conte, dean of the School 
of Law, at (513) 229-3211, or Roger Makley, president of the 
School of Law Board of Visitors, at (513) 223-8177. 
